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Project TEEN was a one year federal grant project *iwarded to 
the Louisiana State Department of Education to conduct a\ state 
assessment of the state's sixty seven (67) public school systems 
to determine what current Louisiana school systems* policies and 
procedures are concerning Title IX compliance, as related to 
middle and secondary school dropouts among females who become 
pregnant • 

The purpose of PROJECT TEEN was threefold: first , to assess 
the state's school systems as to the current poli^cies and 
procedures concerning Title IX compliance related to dropouts 
among females who become pregnant, second , to assess the 
educational offerings available to pregnant minors, and third , to 
develop model survey and questionnaire instruments. 

Title IX prohibits schools from discriminating against 
pregnant students, whether they are married or unmarried. 
Also^, institutions cannot discriminate against a student because 
of childbirth, false pregnancy, termination of pregnancy, or 
recovery from these conditions. This federal regulation 
prohibits sex discrimination in classes, programs, and 
extracurricular activities. 3 

The data from this state assessment will provide the 
necessary information for the Department of Education to 
coordinate and implement dropout prevention programs for pregnant 
minors, teenage mothers, and the responsible fathers. 

Adolescent pregnancy has always been a problem in Louisiana; 
but only recently has the pervasiveness, implications of the 
social costs, and the impact on the present and future of 
economics and human development become widely appreciated. 
Dramatic impact exists for, not only the individual teen and her 
family, but for every member of society. As we have now come to 
realize the loss of human potential to society resulting from 
Louisiana's high rate of adolescent pregnancy, it is clear that 
this problem demands an immediate commitment and action. 
Educators, civic and community leaders, service providers, 
families, public and private agencies, religious groups, 
taxpayers, business and labor and state and local governments 
must unite fof effective confrontation of adolescent pregnancy 
and its p^roblems. More than sixteen (16) percent of all 
Louisiana's babies are born to adolescents. We continue to have 
the third highest rate of teen pregnancy in the nation. The 
severity of this number is emphasized by the comparison with the 
national rate of 13.7 percent. 7 

The more than one million teenage pregnancies that occur in 
the United States each y„ear are a severe problem for all of 
society. More than one in 10 girls age 15 to 19 gets pregnant. 
Across Louisiana, about 16,090 babies a year are born to 
teenagers; this places the state third, after Mississippi and 
Wyoming, in its rate of births to teenage mothers, as reported by 
the Alan Guttmacher Institute, a New York-based group that 
conducts family planning research. 8 
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From the 5,000 Project TEEN que s t i onna i res disseminated to 
Teen Mothers/Fathers in the 67 Louisiana parish/city middle and 
secondary school systems , parish health units, charity hospi'^tals, 
maternity homes and adoption agencies, this report will 
concentrate on the four major areas. The four major areas are 
Family Awareness and Youth Responsibility, Education, Health and 
Support Services, In this report these four areas affecting 
ado lescent / teen pregnancy in Louisiana will be discussed, so as 
to understand the effects of teen pregnancy. 

An important footnote to better understand the severity of 
the teenage pregnancy problem/ in Louisiana is to realize that the 
youngest mother who participated in this project was not a 
teenager. She was 9 years of age from East Baton Rouge parish. 
The youngest fathers who participated in this project were L3 
years of age. These two teen fathers were from Rapides Parish^ 
father of two, and the other teen father of was from St, 
Tammany Parish, 

The family is a vi^ral component in addressing this problem 
and parent child communications are essential. Parents must 
educate their child about the equal responsibility for che 
consequences of sexual activity, also, parents must accept the 
responsibility for instilling values and promoting positive 
self-esteem. In addition to teaching their children the 
importance of self worth, it is also vital for parents to 
reinforce the development of decision making skills. 

It seems that because of the lack of information and 
communication the burden falls upon the school, since the 
schools have the greatest amount of time and contact with the 
children of our state. Their efforts must be supported and 
directed toward providing much needed alternatives to prevent 
dropouts, to provide specialized career development programs and 
to teach parenting and refusal skills. 

There is a crucial need for support services to address the 
special needs of adolescents and teens in order for them to 
become productive citizens. There is a dire shortage of 
comprehensive programs in Louisiana directed at meeting the needs 
of adolescents and teens. Coordination and planning should 
include educators, business leaders, school nurses, guidance 
counselors, and nutritionists for programs that address the 
special needs of teen parents. 
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During the first three months of pregnancy, seven out of ten 
pregnant teenagers do not see a 'doctor or go to a clinic. 
Teenagers have poor eating habits, smoking, and with the use of 
alcohol and drugs these facto.<:s increase the risk of having a 
baby with health problems, 

A few of the consequences of adolescent pregnancy are the 
discontinuation of education, lack of prenatal care resulting in 
low birthweight infants, infant mortality, and repeat pregnancies. 
In addition to the health* and education consequences of 
adolescent pregnancy there are higher incidences of drug and 
alcohol abuse, unemployment and. ^ longer dependency on the 
welfare system. 

Leadership will have to be proy.ided from all areas and from 
all levels in Louisiana in order to break the disruptive cycle of 
children having children. 
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INTRODUCTION 



Teenage Pregnancy - Whose problem is it? Why should we be 
concerned about it? 

In 1986, over one million babies were born to teenagers in 
the United States. Adolescent pregnancy and early childbearing 
have emerged as a problem of enormous implications and 
prop or t i ons . The tragedy of early childbearing is that it can 
short-circuit the teenager 's life. Adolescent mothers have a 
higher- than-ave rage dropout rate from school, therefore, limiting 
their career opportunities. Louisiana contributes substantially 
to this national scene. In 1986, Louisiana had 13,115 live 
bi-rths to women and girls under the age of 20. Over 65% of these 
births were out of wedlock births. 

Consider the aforementioned statistics in terms ;of human 
lives in Louisiana. On the individual level, these figures 
indicate that many of these teens have foreclosed on an array of 
life opportunities for themselves and their offspring. 

In 1986, the Louisiana State Department of Education was 
awarded a one year federal grant project to assess the state of 
Louisiana's 67 parish and city educational systems' policies and 
procedures regarding Title IX compliance related to females who 
become pregnant in middle and secondary schools. 

In this one year federal grant project a Task Force was 
formed composed of a neonatalogist , school nurses, parents, teen 
mothers, pediatrician, child welfare and attendance personnel, 
ijuidance counselors, Louisiana Board- of Elementary and Secondary 
Eiducation members, and community and relevant state agency 
pe.r Sonne I . 

This Task Force was established to assist in the development 
of/ the model survey instruments that were disseminated to the 67 
L/iuisiaha parish/city school Superintendents, and the Project 
T/EEN questionnaires. The Task Force was organized into four 
:sub-committ ees , addressing the following areas: Awareness, 
Education, Health, and the Economic Impact of adolescent 
pregnancy affecting LouisianaK? 
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I. AWARENESS: 

A» To improve the community awareness about the effects of 
adolescent pregnancy on the state. 

!!• EDUCATION: 

To determine Louisiana's 67 parish and cirty educational 
sys terns ' current policies and procedures regarding Title 
IX compliance as related to females who become pregnant 
in the middle and secondary schools. 

III. HEALTH: 

C. To determine the health status of childbearing teens and 
their babies and provide ins t rue t ion about good prenatal 
care an/i nutritional programs for adolescents and teens. 

IV. ECONOMIC IMPACT: 

D. To determine what the impact of teen pregna/^cy and early 
childbearing has on the economy of Louisiana and to make 
recommendations to minimize the negative impact. 

There are a number of myths that surround teen pregnancy. 
It is commonly believed that only the poor and minorities become 
pregnant during adolescence. However adolescent pregnancy occurs 
in urban and rural settings and among all ethnic ^backgrounds. 
Although the percentage of teenage pregnancy is high among blacics 
and hispanics, it is also important to note that the percentage 
of white teens giving birth in the United States is higher than 
any other developed country in the world. 5 

In Louisiana the racial percentage of adolescent pregnancy 
is 60% non white/40% white. In comparing the 1985 and 1986 Live 
Births of teens the pregnancy rates are decreasing among the age 
group of 15~19, but increasing among the under 15 age group 
giving brrth. Adolescent pregnancy is a multifaceted and 
controversial problem in Louisiana. When conflicting societal 
and cultural messages are working toge the r , then the st^atistic;3 
reflect this dilemna of unrealistic ideas about parenting and 
adolescent pregnancy is often a result. 

The Project TEEN Task Force recommends that a successful 
collaboration and coordination of services to the pregnant and 
parenting adolescents needs to be developed in this state* 
Support of teen parents efforts to continue 'iheir education needs 
to be implemented into the Louisiana school systems and 
communi ty agenc ies • 




15 15-19 

*SPD 1 104 3,178 

*SPD 2 56 2,098 

SPD 3 24 928 

*SPD 4 29 1,714 

SPD 5 18 750 

SPD 6 32 1,053 

*SPD 7 84 1,828 

SPD 8 60 1,159 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT OF ADOLESCENT PREGNANCY 



Adolescent pregnancy is costly to Louisiana in both human 
and fiscal terms. In 1986, 383 out of wedlock babies were born 
to adolescents under the age of 15 and 8,176 out of wedlock 
babies were born to teens aged 15 to 19 years. Another 6,556 
babies were born to married teens in 1986. Babies born to 
teenagers are twice as likely to die before their first birthday 
as babies born to mothers aged 20 through 29. In 1986, the 
infant jiortality rate was 11^9% deaths per 1,000 live births. 
The national iate of infant mortality is 10.4%. It is estimated 
that three times the number of babies who die live with 
permanently handicapping conditions, many which could have been 
prevented. It costs the state an estimated $ 955 ,550 to provide a 
lifetime of care for one severely handicapped child. 4 

A family begun by a first birth to a teenage mother in 1986 
will cost the taxpayer an average of $14,852 by the time that 
baby reaches age twenty. If this birth had been delayed until 
the mother was in her twenties, the United States would have 
saved $5,941. Babies born to mothers under 15 average $18,913; 
babies born to mothers aged 15 to 17 average $18,897; babies born 
to older teens average $11,984. These figures include AFDC, 
Medicaid, Food Stamps and public housing and social service 
costs . 1 

These figures may seem low but they are the average costs of 
families begun by teen births. Two out of three teen mothers do 
not receive public assistance, thus the averagfi cost of a single 
birth to a teen who DOES receive welfare is estimated to be 
$37,500 for a single year.l 

In 1986, the United States spent $17.93 billion on all 
families that were begun when the mother was a teenager. This 
figure includes public outlays for Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children, (AFDC), Medicaid, and Food Stamps for families begun by 
a teen birth. It includes direct payments to service providers, 
and the administrative costs of these programs. 1 



1986, National Estimate of Public Outlays in Teenage 
Chtldbearing (1986 Single Year Cost)*4 



TOTAL OUTLAY OF OUTLAY ATTRIBUTED TO 

FUNDING SOURCE AFDC RECIPIENTS TEENAGE CHILDBEARING 

AFDC 17.92 9,^9 



Food Stamps 5.33 2,82 

Medicaid 10,62 ^ 5.62 

Total for Teenage Childbearing 17.93 



1. Includes administrative costs. 

2. Based on the assumption that families begun by a teen birth 
consume 53 percent of these funding sources. 

The above figures represent minimal public costs since they 
do not include ^pther services such as housing, special education 
services, child protection services, fost^t care, daycare and 
other social services. 4 

In 1986, Louisiana spent $441,644,779 on families that were 
begun when the mother was a teenager in Aid to Famijies with 
Dependent Children, Food Stamps, and Medicaid costs. 4 
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A family begun by Che first birth to a teenager aged 14 or 
younger in 1986 in Louisiana will cost the public $14,715 over 
the next 20 years. 4 

A family begun by the first birth to a teenager aged 15-17 

in 1986 in Louisiana will cost the public $14,649 over the next 
20 years«4 

A family begun by. the first birth to a teenager aged 18-19 

in 1986 in Louisiana will cos*: crie .public $9,302 over the next 20 
years • 4 



1986-2006 



LOUISIANA 



TEENAGE PREGNANCY COSTS 



AGE 14 



15-17 



18-19 



$14,7^:5 



14,649 



9,302 




Louisiana has a populat ion .of 3.5 million. It is one of the 
southern states which is now experiencing the highest rate of 
unemployment, illiteracy, and ranks as. one of the nation's 
poorest st.ate3 with a percentage of 13.6 of its families living 
below the national percentage of 12.4. 11 

In Louisiana, 22% of all babies are born to women who do not 
recei^ve early prenatal care. Of the babies, born in Louisiana 
9% aire born at low birthweight, making them 20 times more likely 
than the normal weight infants to die before their first 
birthdays.. Financially 59% eligible women, infants and children 
in Louisiana do riot receive any WIG government nutritional 
supplemental assistance programs. 11 , 

In Louisiana 40% of teen births are to. women who do not 
receive early prenatal care. Of the babies born to teens in 
Louisiana, 12% are low b irthweigh t babies.. 

The monthly AFDC urban benefit for a fauily of three in 
Louisiana is $190, which is 25% of the federal, poverty level, and 
only 32% of the state's own standard of need. Louisiana ranks 
48th in the payment standard for a family or two in the nation 
regarding AFDC payments. 11 

One out of every twenty (20) Louisiana residents receives 
AFDC. Of the 256,000 AFDC recipients, 179,200 (70%) are 
children. Nearly all (95.5%) of these children are in families 
headed by a female. The average age of these mothers is 31 
years of age. 11 

In addition to the AFDC, Medicaid, and food stamps programs 
fir teen mothers, the WIC program offers additional benefits for 
women and inf'ants. The goal of the nationwide special 
supplemental Food Program for women, infants and children, WIC, 
is to provide supplemental foods and nutritional education 
through local agencies to eligible persons. 11 

The main objective of the Louisiana WIC program is to 
improve the health and nutritional status of all low- income 
pregnant, post partum and lactating women. Infants and children 
in Louisiana who are at nutritional risk through health services 
intervention, and need supplemental food and nutritional 
education are also provided. 13 

In recognition of the important role that nutrition plays in 
the health of young children and pregnant women. Congress in 1972 
enacted legislation creating a major nutritional intervention 
program. The WIC program has since grown into a national program 
that benefits over 1.3 million women and children at an annual 
cost of $750 million. 13 



Adolescent childbearing requires a high expediture of public 
funds. The need for support programs for teenage mothers and 
their children are essential in order to provide for their health 
and well being. If programs were developed and implemented at 
preventing adolescent pregnancies, perhaps the potential to 
rvir^^^^^^^^ public costs would aid the state and the nation. 
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PROJECT T. E.E.N. 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



LIVE BIRTHS TO TEENAGERS BY RESIDENCE. 1986 ^ 



RESIDENCE 



AGE 


OF MOTHER 


1 * 

1 ALL 


1 X OF BIRTHS 


<15 YRS. 


15-19 YRS. 

1 ^ ^ _ 


1 AGES 


1 OF TEEN 
1 MOTHERS 


3 


1 

1 207 


r 1,081 


1 19% 


1 


1 76 


1 326 


1 23Z 


4 


1 157 


1 1,141 


1 14Z 


1 


1 48 


1 428 


1 HZ 


2 ■ 


1 126 


1 687 


1 18Z 


3 


1 100 • 


1 542 


1 19Z 


2 


1 40 


! 247 


1 17Z 


8 


1 241 


1 1,701 


1 14Z 


52 


1 931 


1 4,792 


1 20Z 


11 


1 455 


1 2,894 


1 16Z 


0 


1 35 


1 176 


1 19Z 


1 


1 32 


1 170 


1 19Z 


0 


1. 31 


1 172 


1 18 Z 


3 


1 43 


1 232 


1 20Z 


2 


1 96 


1 370 


1 26Z 


3 


1 104 


1 492 


1 21Z 


25 


1 917 


1 6,832 


1. 13Z 


4 


1 65 


1 243 


1 28Z 


1 


1 54 


1 340 


1 16Z 


4 


1 148 


1 696 


21Z 


4 


\ 91 


1 394 


24Z 


2 


1 53 


1 273 


14Z 


7 


1 240 


1,414 


17Z 


7 


1 112 


646 


18Z 


2 


1 49 


213 


24Z 


29 


1 924 


7,445 1 


12Z 


2 


1 87 


558 


16Z 


4 


1 358 


3,280 1 


IIZ 


7 


1 257 


1,563 1 


16Z 


3 


1 59 


228 1 


27Z 


4 


1 97 1 


594 1 


17Z 


*> 


1 208 1 


1,228 1 


17Z 


14 


1 67 1 


281 1 


28Z 


3 


1 140 1 


501 1 


28Z 


4 


1 121 1 


613 1 


20Z 


67 


1' 1,766 1 


10,053 1 


18Z 


26 


1 478 1 


2,511 1 


20Z 


2 


1 99 1 


567 1 


17Z 


2 


1 63 1 


415 1 


15Z 


17 


1 395 1 


2,282 1 


18Z 


0 


1 43 1 


175 1 


24Z 



ACADIA 

ALLEN 

ASCENSION 

ASSUMPTION 

AVOYELLES 

BEAUREGARD 

BIENVILLE 

BOSSIER 

CADDO 

CALCASIEU 

CALDWELL 

CAMERON 

CATAHOULA 

CLAIBORNE 

CONCORDIA 

DESOTO 

EAST BATON ROUGE 

EAST CARROLL 

EAST FELICIANA 

EVANGELINE 

FRANKLIN 

GRANT 

IBERIA 

IBERVILLE 

JACKSON 

JEFFERSON 

JEFFERSON DAVIS 

LAFAYETTE 

LAFOURCHE 

LASALLu 

LINCOLN 

LIVINGSTON 

MADISON 

MOREHOUSE 

NATCHITOCHES 

ORLEANS 

OUACHITA 

PLAQUEMINES 

POINTE COUPEE 

RAPIDES 

RED RIVER 
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AGE OF 


MOTHER i 


ALL 


1 Z OF BIRTHS 1 


i RESIDENCE 1 


<15 YRS. 


15-19 YRS.I 


AGES 


1 OF TEEN= 1 


1 






1 MOTHERS 1 


1 RICHLAND 1 


1 

3 1 


78 1 


409 


1 19X \ 


1 SABINE 1 


3 1 


83 1 


373 


1 2 3 Z 1 


1 ST. BERNARD 1 


2 1 


161 1 


1 ,075 


1 15Z 1 


1 ST. CHARLES I 


4 1 


107 1 


872 


1 1 2 % 1 


1 ST. HELENA 1 


1 1 


28 1 


172 


1 16Z 1 


1 ST. JAMES 1 


2 1 


56 1 


405 


1 14Z 1 


1 ST. JOHN 1 


3 1 


98 1 


879 


1 HZ 1 


1 ST. LANDRY 1 


8 1 


270 1 


1,616 


1 17% 1 


1 ST. MARTIN 1 


1 1 


131 1 


889 


1 14% 1 


1 ST. MARY 1 


2 1 


223 1 


1 ,221 


1 18Z 1 


1 ST. TAMMANY 1 


4 1 


228 1 


2 ,404 


1 9Z 1 


! TANGIPAHOA 1 


8 1 


346 1 


1 ,693 


1 20% 1 


1 TENSAS 1 


0 1 


25 1 


137 


1 18Z 1 


1 TERREBONNE 1 


7 1 


362 1 


1 i982 


1 18Z 1 


1 UNION 1 


4 1 


80 1 


319 


1 26Z 1 


1 VERMILION 1 


0 1 


13 7 1 


6 9 A 




1 VERNON 1. 


2 1 


235 1 


1 ,440- 


1 16Z 1 


1 WASHINGTON 1 


6 ■ 1 


138 1 


703 


1 20% 1 


1. WEBSTER 1 


5 1 


125 1 


632 


1 20% 1 


1 WEST BATON ROUGE I 


0 1 


53 


399 


1 13% 1 


1 WEST CARROLL i 


0 1 


5,1 


199 


1 25% 1 


1 WEST FELICIANA 1 


0 1 


22 


150 


1 14% 1 


1 WINN 1 


4 1 


58 


255 


1 24% 1 


1 T 0 T A L S 1 


407 1 


12.708 


77,944 


1 16% 1 



* These figures are from the 1986 Live Births by parish of the 
Louisiana residents; provided by the Public Health Statistics, 
Department of Health & Human Resources, Office of Preventive & 
Public Health Services. The % of Births of Teen Mothers was 
calculated by the Project TEEN staff at the Louisiana State 
Department of Education. 2 
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Family Ax^areness and Youth Responsibilities 



Teenage pregnancy can happen in any family, anywhere. 
Society then needs to ask itself why are our teens and 
adolescents becoming pregnant in such large numbers and at such a 
young age? 

It is apparent that self-esteem and self-confidence play 
very important roles in teen sexual behavior. A teen with low 
self-confidence finds it very difficult to say "NO" to pressure 
from a boyfriend or girlfriend. 5 

Many teens have very stormy relationships with their parents 
Having sex may be a way to rebel against parents. Having a baby 
may be seen as a. way to become independent or to overcome 
objections to a Boyfriend or girlfriend. 5 

In the Project TEEN data findings of the 5,000 
questionnaires that were disseminated to the 67 Louisiana middle 
and secondary school systems, the response from questions #1, #8 
and #17 regarding the communication between thf: child and 
parent about their pregnancy and their major source of sex 
education was astonishing. The overwhelming response was peers 
as a major source of sex information and an inability to 
communicate with parents about their pregnancy and other matters 
regarding sex. 

Many parents are not comfortable discussing sex with their 
children; therefore, teens may not get the guidance and emotional 
support they need from their families. 

The family environment is the first foundation in a child's 
life planning development. Positive self-esteem is viewed as a 
key to a child's successful ability to make decisions to his 
advantage and in processi.ng the necessary information to deal^ 
with the world around him. Families in which communication is 
open, where there is no abuse ^ and where there is generally a 
healthy, happy parent and child relationship are at less risk for 
premature relationships. 

Helping parents to improve their comiaunicat ion with their 
pre-teen and teenage children so that they can communicate with 
their children is of the utmost importance. 
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Although teenage pregnancy most often is considered "female 
concerns," teenage males must not be overlooked. Their 
motivations for early sexual activity and parenthood often 
parallel those of young women, and their needs for guidance and 
affirmation also needs to be addressed through academic or 
vocational success rather than too early parenthood. 

In order for teens to begin a successful preparation for 
entering adulthood, teens must be equipped with positive 
self-esteem, self motivation, employment skills- decision making 
skills, education, and most of all the knowledge that the 
responsibility for their behavior rests upon them. 
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PROJECT T^E.E^N* 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



OUT OF WEDLOCK BIRTHS TO TEENAGERS BY RESIDENCE, 1986 



RESIDENCE 



ACADIA 

ALLEN 

ASCENSION 

ASSUMPTION 

AVOYELLES 

BEAUREGARD 

BIENVILLE 

BOSSIER 

CADDO 

CALCASIEU 

CALDWELL 

CAMERON 

CATAHOULA 

CLAI>BORNE 

CONCORDIA 

DESOTO 

EAST BATON ROUGE 

EAST CARROLL 

EAST FELICIANA 

EVANGELINE 

FRANKLIN 

GRANT 

IBERIA 

IBERVILLE 

JACKSON 

JEFFERSON 

JEFFERSON DAVIS 

LAFAYETTE 

LAFOURCHE 

LASALLE 

LINCOLN 

LIVINGSTON 

MADISON 

MOREHOUSE 

NATCHITOCHES 

ORLEANS 

OUACHITA 

PLAQUEMINES 

POINTE COUPEE 

RAPIDES 

RED RIVER 



AGE OF MOTHER 
<15 YRS. 15-19 YRS 



2 


1 105 


1 2 9 3 


J 0 ^ 


1 


1 35 


1 67 1' 


51% 


4 


1 96 


1 269 1 


37% 


1 


1 30 


1 115 1 


26% 


2 


1 59 


1 206 1 




2 


1 35 


1 89 1 


4 1 7 


2 


1 26 


1 76 ! 


■J \J /o 


6 


1 123 


1 347 1 


37% 


50 


1 673 


1 1,798 1 


40 % 

*T \J ft 


10 


1 263 


1 65 7 1 




0 


1 14 


1 42 ; 


J J fO 


0 


1 11 


1 27 1 


y /b 


0 


1 16 


1 5 1 1 


J X /b 


3 


1 37 


1 90 1 


t H /o 


2 


1 63 


1 152 1 


42% 


3 


1 71 


1 189 1 


39% 


24 


1 657 


1 1,957 1 


+ J A» 


4 


1 55 


1 149 1 




1 


1 42 


1 119 1 


36% 

•J \l m 


4 


1 76 


19 9 


LC\7 


4 


1 60 


1 162 1 


O Q 7 
J 7 ^ 


2 


1 21 


1 67 1 


34% 


7 


1 161 


1 442 1 




7 


1 84 


2 77 


Q 9 W 


2 


1 22 


i 6 5 1 


7 A 7 
J 0 ^ 


28 


1 584 


1 1,707 1 


35Z 


2 


1 39 


1 143 1 


28% 


4 


1 223 


1 687 1 


33% 


6 


1 119 


1 354 1 


35% 


2 


1 27 


1 43 1 


37% 


2 


1 55 


1 162 1 


35% 


2 


1 82 


1 182 1 


46% 


14 


1 55 


1 183 1 


37% 


3 


1 102 


1 238 1 


44% 


4 


1 80 


1 230 1 


36% 


67 


1 1,580 


1 5,05 7 1 


32% 


25 


1 344 


1 907 1 


40% 


2 


1 42 


1 129 1 


34% 


2 


1 44 


1 139 1 


33% 


15 


1 219 


1 592 1 


40% 


0 


1 28 


1 66 1 


42% 



ALL 
AGES 



% OF BIRTHS 
TO TEEN 
MOTHERS 



lERlC 



15 



22 



1 1 
1 1 


AGE OF 


MOTHER 


1 ALL 


1 % OF BIRTHS 1 


1 RESIDENCE I 
1 1 
1 1 


<15 YRS. 


15-19 YRS. 


AGES 


1 TO TEEN 1 
1 MOTHERS 1 


1 RICHLAND 1 


3 1 


47 


1 176 


1 28% 1 


1 SABINE 1 


3 1 


39 


1 95 


1 44% 1 


1 ST. BERNARD |. 


2 1 


69 


1 160 


1 44% 1 


1 ST. CHARLES j 


4 1 


63 


1 186 


1 36% 1 


1 ST. HELENA I 


0 1 


21 


1 62 


1 33% 1 


1 ST. JAMES 1 


2 1 


46 


1 149 


1 32% 1 


1 ST. JOHN 1 


2 1 


74 


1 222 


1 34% 1 


! ST. LANDRY | 


7 1 


169 


1 497 


1 35% 1 


1 ST. MARTIN .J 


1 1 


81 


1 273 


1 30% 1 


1 ST. MARY 1 


2 1 


124 


1 374 


1 33% 1 


1 ST. TAMMANY | 


3 1 


127 


1 369 


1 35% 1 


1 TANGIPAHOA j 


8 1 


216 


1 586 


1 38% 1 


1 TENSAS 1 


0 1 


19 


1 60 


1 31% 1 


1 TERREBONNE | 


7 1 


180 


1 456 


1 41% 1 


I UNION 1 


2 1 


45 


1 86 


1 54% 1 


1 VERMILION 1 


0 1 


72 


1 192 


1 37% 1 


1 VERNON 1 


2 1 


50 


1 148 


1 35% 1 


1 WASHINGTON | 


6 1 


88 


1 222 


1 42% 1 


1 WEBSTER 1 


4 1 


72 


1 190 


1 40% 1 


1 WEST BATON ROUGE | 


0 1 


38 


1 118 


1 32% 1 


1 WEST CARROLL | 


0 1 


28 


1 53 


1 52% 1 


1 WEST FELICIANA | 


0 1 


18 


1 50 


1 36% 1 


I WINN 1 


4 1 


32 


1 96 


1 37% 1 




1 Out of Wedlock Births | 








1 TOTALS 1 


383 1 


8, 176 


1 23,543 


1 35% 1 




1 Live Births | 










1 TOTALS 1 


407 1 


12,708 


1 77,944 


1 .16% 1 



* These figures are from the 1986 Out of Wedlock Births by 
parish of the Louisiana residents, provided by the Public 
Health Statistics, Department of Health and Human Resources 
Office of Preventive and Public Health Services. The % of 
Births of Teen Mothers was calculated by the Project TEEN 
staff at the Louisiana State Department of Education.2 
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EDUCATION 



Education is an important piece of the teenage pregnancy 
puzzle. Each year nearly 500,000 teens 19 or younger give birth 
to childrsn. Approximately 50% of the teens who give birth 
before the age of 18 never complete high school. Data from the 
National Center for Education Statistics shows that more/ \han 
one-fourth of the teens who dropped out of school had a , ild 
between their sophomore and senior years of high school. Tnere 
are over 45,000 children under the age of six in Louisiana whose 
mothers are of school age. 12 

Teenage pregnancy has severe consequences for the economic 
future of the teenager and her family.. Because teenage mothers 
frequently fail to complete their education, teens dependency on 
the welfare system is greater because teens have no marketable 
skills thus limiting their job opportunities. 

A high percentage of students dropping out of high school 
are pregnant girls and young women. During the 1986 school year, 
37 6 Louisiana girls gave pregnancy as the reason they quit 
school. 3 

Louisiana ranks 51st in the nation in graduation rates 
according to the Secretary of Education's "Wall Chart." The/ 
dropout problem is of great concern in Louisiana because in; 
1985-86 the state had a 57% graduation rate. 12 

Continuing a high school education is a severe problem for 
teen mothers. The challenges of parenthood make high school 
completion difficult. Nationally forty-three percent of the 
young women who quit school do so due to pregnancy or marriage. 
Teen mothers and parents need jobs, and. they need to earn wages 
that can support a family. But in today's economic times, jobs 
for young mothers are scarce. The completion of an education is 
vital to the economic success of these teen parents. 

Teen pregnancy has always been with us, but the devastating 
social and economic consequences associated with teenage 
parenthood are now. Only in recenc years has the maj ori,ty of 
teen mothers raised thei^r .c.h i Idren as single parents. The 
difficulties of coordinating schooling and parenthood definitely 
explain the difficulties for teen mothers in completing their 
educa t ion . 

Data from the "Children In Need" Executive Summary from the 
Committee for Economic Development states; "Each year's class of 
dropouts costs the nation more than $240 billion in lost earnings 
and forgone taxes over their lifetimes. Billions more will be 
spent on crime control and on welfare, health care, and other 
social services." 9 
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As stated in this report on Children in Need , "Children from 
poor and single-parent households are more! likely than others to 
be children of teenage parents and to become teenage parents 
themselves. By age five, the children of teen parents already 
run a high risk or later emp 1 oyabi 1 i ty • Not only do teen parents 
often lack empl6ya])i 1 ity skills, they also lack the necessary 
resources to begin developing their children's future parenting 
and employabi lity skills." 9 

The dropout problem in Louisiana is alarming as evidenced 
by 8 ,608 dropouts in registration of 22,796 in 1985-86, (Source: 
Bulletin 1472, 1317 Annual F^inan cial and Statistical Report, 
Louisiana Department of Education, 1983-84 Session) • Regarding 
females, pregnancy is the number one cause of dropout, as 
evidenced by the fact that eight out of ten females who first 
become mothers at the age of 19 or younger never complete high 
school. Compounding the problem in Louisiana, teen nothers face 
a greater risk of unemployment and welfare dependency due to the 
lack of education and employment. 

Young women, who are highly motivated to continue their 
s^chooling and get jobs are likely to postpone sex and pregnancy. 
The teenage pregnancy rate is highest where the level of 
educational achievement is lowest, and the rate falls where 
educational achievement and employment rates rise. It is a fact 
that school actions that encourage low expectations among female 
students can, in fact, unintentionally encourage early 
pregnancy, 7 

The Project TEEN Task Force recommends that schools can play 
an important role in preventing early pregnancy and parenting by 
ensuring that a wide range of educational opportunities are 
available to girls and young women. Moreover, schools can exert 
leadership in working with social service agencies and health 
care providers to ensure that the other needs of these students 
are met, so that they can continue to be students rather than 
become dropout statistics. 
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KITORll IT 



LOUISIANA DEPAItTHBNT OF EDUCATION 
P«t« 92-318 
TITM DC 

V«DHEN«S EDUCATIONAL EQUITY ASSISTANCE ?ROGRAM, PROJECT TEEN 
PROJECT TEEN * MODEL SURVEY INSTRUMENT 

Spring 1987 

PROltSNs Loaisiana cnrr«iitly raokt third ta tt» nttioo- vith 

raspaet to liva births to tMugara* Sisty^M parcaat 
((1%) of all taaaa who gava birth did^oot eo«plata high 
achool 

Titla IX« ia partially daaignad to aaaiat taaoagars vho ar# 
pragnant by aapacially promoting aax aquity ia claaaaa progroaa 
and axtra*cttrricular activitiaa« Titla IX aneouragaa aquity 
aAong adolaacant pragnant faMlas whathar thay ara iMirriad or 
unmarriad. Inatitutioaa ahould proMta aq^ ^tabla prograna for 
taan aothara# and problasa aaaociatad with tragnaney auch aai 
falsa pragnancy# tarmination of pragnancyi *hilibirth problama or 
racovary tima froa thaaa conditicna* Thia would includa 
admission policiaa and practicaa« 

This lurvay form ia dua ♦ Plaata raturn tha 

corapletad survay to: 

Gaorga-Ann St '^as# Projact Managar 
Projact TEES 

Lottiaiaaa DapartiMtht of Education, 
Poat Offica Box 94064 - Room 60t 
Rouga, Louisiana 70804**90€4. 

Per aaaiataaca, plaaaa call at (504) 342-S823« 



PARISH 



PERSON COMPLETING^ ^?HIS SURVEY. 
rriTLE 



DATE . TELEPHONE NO. 



To tho baat of my kaovladga, tha df\m raportad ia thia sarvay 
ia trua and corract. 



Signatura Data 



Titla 



O f-^ OVER 



ADMISSION or PRBGNANT « PARSIT^IiaG STUDEWS TO PROGRAMS AHD 
ACTIVITIlSt 



!♦ Do«s your school district have any policios for attendance 
and absenteeism for pregnant teens? (Please attach the 
policy, if Yes). 

Yen No 

If no, describe what happens when these students return to 
your school system* 



In the categories below, pl-sasa list the number of students in 
each appropriate category* 

Total number of pregnant students remained in the 
regular classroom and/or school program. 

Total numbor of students remained in the regular 

classroom and/or school prograua, but also enrolled 

xn spec ial courses/programs? 



Total number of students enrolled in an altarriative 
school, prograun, or class? 



Total number of studenta that receive/received 
honvebound instruction? 



Total number of students that participate/ 
participated in the home study program? 

Tc^al number of ntudents that dropped, out of your 
school district bsjcause of pregnancy? 



Total number of students enrolled in other programs 
not listed below, please specify? 

Students information not available. 



TOTAL 



2: 

33 



3. According tne following cat«gorieSr please indicate tne 
numoer of adolescent females that became pregnant m your 
school during thm 1985-86 and 1986-87 school year up until 
Harctt of 1987. 



AGE 


RACS 


1985-86 


1986-87 


11-12 


Black 








VThite 








Hispanic 








Asian 










1985-86 


1986-87 


13-14 


Blacic 








White 








aispanie 








Asian 







19»5-8< 1986-87 



15-16 


Black 








Whit.) 








aispanie 








Asian 










1985-86 


1986-87 




Black 1 „ .J — 




Mhite 








aisoenic 








Asian 1 t 






1985-86 


1986*87 




Black 








Mhite 








aispanie 








Asian 







4. .Mter childbirth, how many parenting girls returned to or 
stayed in the regular classroom/program? 

a) Total number of students who stayed in a 

special class/program • 

^) Total number of students who did not return 

_^ to school? 



d) Total number of students who are responsible 
fathers? 



e) Total number of students who reMined on 
home bound? 



f) Total number of students where information 
is not available? 



TOTAL 



5» Does your school require pregnant students to have a doctor's 
certification before they can participate in any class or 
activity, and are those same requirements made of all other 
students with conditions requiring the attentioA..of a 
physician? 

Does not apply, since medical certification is not 

required for any condition* 

......^ Yes, medical certification requirements are the same 

for pregnant students as for other students, 

No, medical certification requirements are different 
for pregnancy. 

If no, describe the requirements for pregnant students 
and how they differ. 



po 



OVER 



6, Hhat resources do yo\r f^el should be made available to loca' 
school districts' in order to address Teen Pregnancy? Rmnk.^ 
through 4. ' '^•"^ 

Are Services Available? 
(Check) 

Alternative school 

Counseling Services 

EflUployaent Assistance 

Health Care 

Other 



Yes 


Nb 


Yes 


No 


Tee 


No 


Ym 


No 


Yea 


No 



Picas* r«turn this survey with your district/proc«dur« r«a«rdino 
T««n«g« Pr«gn«ncy. 



TEMIK YOO FOR CXVnW VMNrT AtTmZOH tO TIZS SOftVir. 



ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PREGNANT STUDENTS- 1 986-8 7 



SCHOOL YEAR 



i RESIDENCE 


REGULAR 
CLASS/ 
SCHOOL 


ALTN/SPECIALI 
PROGRAMS 1 


HOME BOUND! 
HOME 1 
STUDY 1 


NUMBER OF 
PREGNANCY 1 


1 ACADIA 


27 


0 1 


2 1 


5 


1 ALLEN 1 


8 


0 1 


0 1 


2 


! ASCENSION* 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


1 ASSUMPTION 1 


16 


2 1 


5 1 


10 1 


1 AVOYELLES | 


6 


0 1 


3 1 


2 1 


1 BEAUREGARD | 


17 1 


1 1 


9 1 


5 i 


1 BIENVILLE 1 


8 1 


1 1 


7 1 


2 1 


1 BOSSIER 1 


44 1 


6 1 


32 1 


7 1 


1 CADDO 1 


83 1 


97 1 


22 1 


18 1 


1 CALCAS.I-EU 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


75 1 


N/A 1 


1 CALDWELL | 


5 1 


0 1 


10 1 


3 1 


1 CAMERON 1 


4 1 


0 1 


1 1 


1 1 


1 CATAHOULA | 


2 1 


N/A 1 


4 1 


1 1 


1 CLAIBORNE | 


31 1 


2 1 


4 i 


3 1 


1 CONCORDIA 1 


22 1 


0 1 


28 1 


25 1 


1 DESOTO 1 


14 1 


0 1 


7- 1 


5 1 


1 EAST BATON ROUGEI 


* n/a 1 


N/A I 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


1 EAST CARROLL* | 


27 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


4 1 


.1 EAST FELICIANA I 


13 1 


0 1 


1 1 


0 1 


1 EVANGELINE | 


15 1 


1 

' 1 1 


17 1 


1 1 


1 FRANKLIN | 


38 1 


r . i 


0 1 


22 1 


1 GRANT* 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


1 IBERIA 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


69 1 


13 .1 


i IBERVILLE 1 


25 1 


6 1 


20 1 


8 1 


1 JACKSON 1 


25 1 


0 1 


0 1 


5 1 


1 JEFFERSON | 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


1 JEFFERSON DAVIS 1 


21 1 


2 1 


3 1 


5 1 
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23 



30 



1 RESIDENCE 


1 REGULAR 
1 CLASS/ 
1 o n V V 


ALTN/SPECIAU 
PROGRAMS 1 


HOMEBOUNDi 
HOME 1 
STUDY 1 


NUMBER OF I 
DROPPED OUTi 
PREGNANCY I 


1 LAFAYtrifc. 


1 N / A 


I 100 1 


3 1 


0 1 


1 LAFOURCHE 


1 1 S 


1 0 1 


0 1 


0 1 


1 LASALLE 


1 Q 


1 0 1 


8 1 


5 1 


\ LINCOLN 


1 M / A 


1 N/ A 1 


1 1 


1 1 


1 LIVINGSTON 


1 1 *\ 


1 0 1 


5 1 


5 


\ MADISON 




3 1 


9 1 


5 


1 MOREHOUSE 




1 17 1 


0 1 


0 


1 NATCH ITOCHE S 


1 M / A 
1 N / A 


0 1 


8 1 


N/A 


1 ORLEANS 


1 M / A 


1 N/ A 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 


1 OUACH I i A 


1 97 


1 0 1 


49 1 


4 


1 PLAQUEMINES 


1 1 Q 


1 0 1 

1 ^ ' 


6 1 


3 


1 rUirtlfc LUUrtt 


1 N / A 


1 N/ A 1 


6 1 


N/A 


1 RAPIDES 




1 IS 

1 1 o 1 


0 1 


16 


1 RED K J. V b K 


7 


1 1 1 


0 1 


2 




1 f% 
1 ^ 


1 N / A 1 


9 1 


5 


1 O A D T M C 

1 oADlNb 




1 0 1 


1 1 


0 


1 b i • oC KN AKU 




1 15 1 


5 1 


3 


1 OT U A t> T C C 

1 b I • L n A.K Lc. o 




1 0 1 


13 1 


7 


1 ST* HELENA 


1 7 


1 n 1 


0 


4 


1 ST* JAnEb 


1 9 1 


1 


0 


1 


1 ST* JOHN 


1 9 7 


1 


N/ A 


3 


1 ST* LANDRY 


1 7 n 


1 7 


40 


17 


1 ST* MARTIN 




1 1 


23 


1 6 


1 b I * nAK I 


1 9^ 




24 


1 6 


\ ST* TAMMANY 


1 JO 




1 n 

1 v 


\ J " 


1 TAM/^TOAU/^A 




1 ^ 


1 9 


27 


1 TF M Q A Q 
1 i IL n d n O 


1 N / A 


1 N/ A 


3 


1 N/A 


1 TF RRFBONNE 


1 3 7 


1 4 


1 1 


1 13 


1 UN lU N 




1 1 


1 7 


1 2 


1 VERMILLION 


1 10 


1 N/A 


1 9 


1 2 


1 VERNON 
I 


1 40 


i 2 

1 24 


1 34 


1 4 



i RESIDENCE j 


REGULAR 1 
CLASS/ 1 
SCHOOL 1 


ALTN/ SPECIALI 
PROGRAMS 1 


HOMEBOUNDI 
HOME 1 
STUDY 1 


NUMBER OF | 
DROPPED OUTi 
PREGNANCY | 


1 WASHINGTON | 


67 1 


0 1 


4 1 


17 1 


1 WEBSTER 1 


18 1 


2 1 


o 1 

8 1 


3 1 


1 WEST BATON ROUGEl 


12 1 


0 1 


12 1 


N/A 1 


1 WEST CARROLL* | 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


N/A 1 


1 WEST FELICIANA | 


13 1 


0 1 


0 1 


N/A 1 


1 WINN 1 


12 1 


0 1 


7 1 


8 1 


1 CITY OF BOGALUSAI 


18 1 


1 1 


IS 1 


3 1 


1 MONROE CITY | 
1 SCHOOLS 1 


58 1 


38 1 


56 1 


13 1 


1 GRAND TOTAL | 


1,232 1 


341 1 


682 1 


376 1 


1 *DID NOT RESPOND 


TO PROJECT 


TEEN SURVEYl 







**These figures are from the 1986-87 Project TEEN Surveys 
conducted in April 1987 and disseminated to the 67 
Louisiana parish/city educational systems who voluntarily 
participated in this federal grant project. 3 



HEALTH 



Young teenage mothers pay the price for early chi Idbearing, 
The teenage mother has specia 1 prob lems both physically and 
emotionally • Data provided by the March of Dimes reports the 
death r&te from pregnancy complications is much higher among 
girla who give birth under age 15 than among older mothers. The 
teenage mother is more likely to be und'ernour ished and suffer 
premature or prolonged labor. During the first three months of 
pregnancy, seven out of ten pregnant teenagers do not see a 
doctor or go to a clinic. In addition to the lack of prenatal 
medical care, the teenage mother also has poor eating habits, 
smokes , and with the use of alcohol and drugs increases the risk 
of having a baby with health problems, 10 

The baby growing inside the teen mother is in a most 
dependent and often risky place. The most immediate health 
problem is low birthweight. Babies born to teenagers are born 
too small and too soon. The health problems associated with low 
birthweight babies are immature organ systems such as the 
underdeveloped lungs , heart and brain, difficulty in controlling 
body temperatures and blood sugar levels, mental retardation and 
the risk of dying in early infancy that is much higher than among 
normal weight babies of 5 1/2 pounds or more. 10 

A baby with underdeveloped lungs will not be able to breathe 
on its own. The most common prob lems associated with low 
birthweight are of a respiratory nature. About half the babies 
need ventilator equipment to help them breathe, anywhere from 
three days to 10 months. During the first two years of life, 
pneumonia is a danger, 10 

As quoted by Dr, William Gill, a neonatologist at the Tulane 

Medical Center, "On the average, the smallest babies spend three 

months in intensive care after birth; heavier babies spend about 
a week. The cost is about $1,000 a day," 

In Louisiana the 1986 infant mortality rate was 11,9% which 
is higher than the 10,4% national infant mortality rate. 

The importance, of providing skilled instruction for pregnant 
teens about proper health care during pregnancy is vital for the 
growth and development of a healthy baby. Skilled adults who are 
capable of communicating with adolescents are needed in the 
school system and community agencies to incourage and stress the 
importance of responsible behavior. The need for child care 
services and parenting classes to be provided for teen parents 
has been one of the most common responses given by the Teen 
mothers and fathers surveyed. Many teen mothers do not know the 
proper nutritional care to take for themselves much less the 
importance of good prenatal care for their unborn child. 
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The responses were overwhelming to questions #19 and #20, 
which pertain to teen mothers following a prenatal diet, 
smoking, drinking, and continuing to use non prescription drugs 
during their pregnancy* Over 50Z of the teen mothers questioned 
did not seek medical attention until the sixth month of their 
pregnancy* Many did not follow a prenatal diet during their 
pregnancy* Regarding the continuation of poor eating habits, 
smoking and drinking, many of the teen mothers continued these 
same habits during their pregnancy. However, concerning the use 
of non-prescription drugs, many of the teen mothers questioned 
did not continue with the use of drugs during their pregnancy. 
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4.3 



SUPPORT SERVICES 



"Counseling services,, parenting, child care and sex 
education, birth control information, teen peer counselors," 
were all responses actually given by the 600 teen mothers who 
voluntarily completed the Project TEEN questionnaires. 3 

In the 1986-87 Project TEEN questionnaires disseminated to 
teen mothers/ fathers , these data findings demonstrated a serious 
need for services and programs in Louisiana that address 
pregnant and parenting teens. The data revealed the lack of 
coordinated and collaborative services in this state. Further 
data showed inadequate and unevenly distributed services for 
adolescent and teen parents throughout the state. The existing 
programs have no network through which to disseminate information. 
There is little or no coordination through support services to 
even identify a high risk teen. While there are numerous 
programs for the general teen population, there are no 
coordinated or united systems or state agencies currently 
addressing the needs of this growing population of children 
having children. 

The teen mothers and fathers who voluntarily participated in 
this project requested the above services and progr^^ns be 
implemented in the school systems in order for t^en parents to 
continue with their education while rearing their child. 
Many of the teeh fathers and mothers expressed the need for child 
care and sex education to be provided at the school level in 
order to assist them with this new parenting res pons ij>i 1 i ty . If 
these services were offered many of the- teen parents would not 
disrupt their education. 

In the responses given by the fathers the main response was 
for employment assistance and parenting classes necessary for the 
teen father to meet hi-s new. responsibility for the education and 
financial support of his child. The most widely expressed need 
was the need for "counseling" or someone to talk to about their 
situation at the school level, so as to encourage them to continue 
with their education and not to become a dropout statistic. 

In the 1986-8 7 school year over 2,000 girls were counseled 
by Louisiana school nurses; however, no individual child care 
education classes or parenting classes were conducted. 

The needs for jobs,, child care, transportation, counseling 
and sex education .ire hi-gh among the adolescents interviewed in 
this project. Thes< needed services could decrease the ever 
increasing dropout statistics in Louisiana if schools would 
address the special needs of teen parents. 

The most frequently requested need was for counseling 
services with flexible scheduling within the school in order to 
continue with their education after the pregnancy. 



4.i 



37 



WHAT SfRVlCCS WOULD LIKE SCC OffCRfO? 
vtMt Service* would you lik* to s*« offered for fath.r and child? 

fCftCCNTACt'BAR CHART 



40 



30 



20 



10 



• ••• 
•••• 





•••• 




•••• 




•••• 




•••• 




•••• 




• ••• 




•••• 




•••• 




•••• 














• 


C 


c 


c 


c 


c 


A 


H 




H 


H 


0 


D 


1 


1 


1 




u 




L 


L 


L 


L 


N 




0 


D 


0 


0 


s 












e 




c 


C 


c 


s 


L 




A 


A 


A 


u 


1 




R 




R 


f 


N 




e 


e 


e 


f 


C 










0 










c 


R 








c 


0 


1 





•••• 
•••• 



•••• 
•••• 



c 


C 


c 


J 


N 


0 


0 




0 


0 


u 


u 




B 




N 


N 






c 


s 


S 






L 


e 


e 






A 


L 


L 






S 


1 


1 






S 


N 


n 






r 


C 


c 








/ 


/ 


0 






J 


s 








0 


u 


u 






B 


r 


/ 








r 


0 








0 


u 







•••• 
•••• 
•••• 







••»» 










•••• 










•••• 








•••• 


•••• 
















R 


s 


s 


S 


U 


e 


e 


u 


u 


N 


A 


X 


p 


p 


0 


L 




p 


p 


f 


1 


e 


0 


0 


c 


T 


0 


R 


R 


1 


Y 




T 


T 


0 

e 


T 






A 


0 


H 






N 




V 






0 




R 










A 






C 




P 






H 




V 
















L 





SERVfATH 



WHAT SERVICES WOULD LIKE Stt OffERCO? 
•tRCtKTACE BAR CHART 



fCRCENTACE 



30 



20 



mmm 
mmm 



SERVICES 



ERLC 



38 



45 



PROJECT TEEN TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS: 



The Project TEEN Task Force recommends that guidance and 
emotional support needs to be given in the home. Parents need to 
improve their communication with their child about a positive 
self-esteem, decision-making skills and' self fespohsibility and 
accountability for their behavior. 

The Task Force recommends that schools can play an important 
role in preventing early pregnancy and parenting by ensuring that 
a wide range of educational opportunities are ava i lable to girls 
and young wojjeri. Moreover, schools can exert leadersip in 
working with social service agencies and health care providers to 
ensure that the other needs* of these students are met, so that 
they can continue to be students rather than become dropout 
s ta t i s c^i c s • 



The Task Force recommends that collaborative and 
comprehensive planning among private .and pubLic agencies and 
professional health organizations be coordinated and developed to 
meet the needs of the adolescent. 

The need for dropout prevention programs and pregnancy 
prevention programs such as refusal skills be developed to meet 
the needs of the preado lescent and teenager. These refusal 
skills are vital life skills necessary for becoming a productive 
citizen . 



Furthermore , the Task Force recommends that a more accurate 
and updated accounting system needs to be implemented on the 
adolescent and teen parents between the ages of 12 to 20 in 
Louisiana. Currently in Louisiana this age group that receives 
AFDC, Medicaid, and Food Stamps and other state and federal 
assistance is riot accounted for in the accounting system of the 
Office of Family Security. Additionally, counseling and job 
skills training workshops need to be implemented and conducted 
in this office in order to encourage independence from the 
welfare system. 

The data findings have demonstrated the need for community 
and school services to meet the needs of the teon parent. 

The Task Force recommends that a successful collaboration 
and coordination of services to the pregnant and parenting 
adolescents needs to be developed in this state. Support of teen 
parent's efforts to continue their education needs to be 
implemented into the Louisiana school systems and community 
agenc ie s . 

Regarding the necessary health services for teenagers, 
Project TEEN Task Force recommends regular and early 
prenatal care for pregnant teens to insure a healthy weight gain 
for the infant and to decrease the infant mortality rate. 

Over a 11 the need for support services for the ado lescent and 
teen parent and their family is an important ingredient for the 
teenager. Both physically anu emotionally the support needs to 
be in the school as well as in the home and if not, the 
dependency upon the welfare system grows greater and therefore 
limits the future employment opjo^ t an i t ie s for the teen parent. 
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QUE3TI0?WAIR£ OCE BY MAY 26. I^ft 

PmjgCT TBEW QUI'STIONHAIRE 



IHmVlEU QUESTtOMS: T2QI MffBEKS 

ACE: 

PAIltSM NAME 4 COOK HOHIEK: 

SCHOOL JUME: * 



PLEASE CXKOE Oft CHEOC YOVft A»V$VEft: 

1. Uhit WAS your m^ot tourco of mx tductcloo? 

b« p«rtncs 

c. school 

d. books 
ochor 

2. Do you llvo vlth your: 

aochor 

b. fochor 

c. both 

d. gtMdi^aroaco 
fosco&^ pomco 

f. ochor 

3. Do you Uvo la 

«• coflbiood fflBlly 

b. ocop^fMlly 

c. oriiiaal imLly 
d« ochor 

4. At vhoc Ago did your aochor havo hor firac ehlldf 
b. Uakaovn 

5. Did your mthmr/tmttmr haiva my childtos utim chay vara caaaafara? 

a. Taa 

b. NO 

6. Do you haaa aay bvaclMva ar alacara who had ehildrae vhaa chay imra caaaatara? 
«• Taa 

b. No 

7. Whos do you faal la raapoaalbla for birch coacrol? 

a. Mala 

b. Faoala- 

c. Boch 

8. Whara did you gac your laforaacloa abouc birch ctoacrol? 

a. Paraoca 

b. Frlaada 

c. Doccer 

d. Hoalch Nuraa 
a. Books 

f. Ochar 

9. Hov do you faal abouc ualog birth coacrol? 



10. Whaa did you f irsc vlalc a doecor for your pragaaacy? 
a* Mofich 

b. Yaar , 

11. Ara you sclll saalag cha fachar of your child? 

a. Yas 

b. Ko 



12. Who 9*v« yoa th« momt supports 



13. 



I2»l MOtionaily - «• mother 
b. Cathtr 



e« boyf risnd/^uBband 
4. fri«nd« 
oth«r 



X2-2 financially « a. jnothar 

b. father 



€• boyfrlsnd/hutbiind 
d. friands 
othar 



Hava you "caivad any eounaaling durino tha pra^nancy or 
aftar tha birth of your baby? ^ 
a« yas 

b« no 



14. Hfiva you racaivad any support froa your school in tha araaa 

AttMdanca ^ u-l 4. y„ 

Haalth cara u.2 a. yas b. no 

Educational programs - 14-3 a. yas b. no 

Counsaling sarvicas 14-4 a. yas b* no 

Emplqywant assistanca 14-5 a. yas b. no 

15- Ara you still attanding ragular school? if not, ara you -n 
a spacial school? ^ 
a, yas 

b« no 

16.. Whac do you plan to obtain? 

^^-1 y«» b. no 
High Schc;)ol Oiplosia X«.2 a. yas b. no 

^^^•^ • 1#«3 a. yas b. no 

17. Ara you a^ia to talk to your parants about your pragnancy? 
17-1 - mom a, y«a b. no 

17-2 - dad a. yas b. no 

18. Xc this your firat child? 

a. yas 

b* no 

19. Oo you. . . 

19-1 saoka - v«« h 

19-3 us* aen prescription dru^* «. yss b. no 

2§. Arc you following • pr«n«t«l diet? 
• • yos 

b. no 



21. Ars you going te k««p your bsby? 
«. y.s ' 



y.s 

b. no 



l!%ir y""' ««« .doption? 



A. yaa 

b* no 



u«. «• • t.,n p.r.nt .t your school or in your eo««uniCy7 



RETURN QUESTIONNAIRES BY: MAY 26. 1987 



24* Ar« you Mploy^d? 
" a* yiit 

b* no 

ox your cniXd7(it. counstling strvicts). 



44 



PLEASE RETURN QUESTIONNAIRE B Y MAY 26. 1987 



PROJECT TEEH QUESTIOHNAIRE 



INTERVIEW QUESTIONS t TBBII PATBBRS 
A6Et 

PARISH NAME k CODE NUMBER: 
SCHOOL NAME: 



1* What was your major sourca of sax •ducation? 
a. fr lands 

parants 

school 
d* books 

a. othar 

2. Do you llva with yourt 

a* mothar 

b. fathar 

c. both 

d* grandparants 

e* fostar parents- 

f* othar 



3. Do you live in a: 
a* combinad family 
b. stap-*famlly 

c* original family 
d* othar 

4. Can you talk to your parants? 
a. yas 

b* no 



5. Did your mothar/fathar have any children when they were 
teenagers? 

a. yes 
b* no 

6. Do you have any brothers or sisters who had children when 
they were teenagers? 

a. yes 

b. no 

7. Whom do you feel Is responsible for birth control? 
a* male 

b. female 

c. both 

8. Where did you get your Information about birth control? 
a* parents 

b. friends 

c* doctor 

d* health, nurse 

e. books 

f. other 



9. How do you feel about using birth control? 




i'*oX2" atlll seeing the mother of your child? 
a • yes 

b* no 

" 52 



II. Who g*v« you th« most support: 

11-1 •motionally - a. mother 
b. father 



c. girl£rien<ywif€ 
d« friends 
e* other 

11-2 financially - «. mother 
b. father 

c« girlfriend / wife 
d« friends 
e« other 

12. Have you received any counseling during the pregnancy or 
after the birth of your baby? 
a. yes 

b* no 

13 » Have you received any support from your school in the areas 



Have you received any 


support 


from your 


school 


in 


oft 










Attendance 


14-1 


a. yes 


b. 


no 


Health care 


14-2 


a • yi»s 


b. 


no 


Educational programs 


14-3 


a . yes 


b. 


no 


Counseling services 


14-4 


a. yes 


b. 


no 


Employment assistance 


14-5 


a. ye% 


b. 


no 



14. Are you still attending regul&r school? 

a. yes 

b. no 

15. What do you plan to obtain? 

- GED 16-1 a* yes h\ no 

High School Diploma 16-2 a. yes b. no 

Other 16-3 a. yes b. no 

16. What do you feel are your responsibilities to the mother of 
your child and the child? 



17. What are the expectations of your chiJd? 



18. Are you employed? 

a. yes 

b. no 

19. Did you want the mother of your child to have... 

a. the baby 

b. an abortion 

c* the baby placed with adoptive parents 

20. What services would you like to see offered to the teen 
parents at your school or in your community? What 
services would you like to see offered for the mother 

of your child? 




21* What ••rvic«8 would hav« h«Ip«d you stay in school? If 
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